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Our mission is to promote personal growth and leadership development through family and consumer sciences education.
To: 
    Iowa FCCLA Advisers

From:
    Loa Christensen




Subject:  State STAR Events Announcement and Update

Date:  
   10/26/09

Greetings!  What an exciting time of year when students are getting busy with STAR events. Thank you so much for your time and effort to provide these opportunities to your students. If you are just getting started there is plenty of time to get students motivated and help them start their projects.  All STAR events except Early Childhood, Culinary Arts, and Hospitality must present at district STAR events to qualify for state. For those of you planning district STAR events, please remember to let me know how I can help you manage your event successfully.
STAR events continue to grow and I am pleased to announce the FCCLA board of directors approved the adoption of the three new national STAR events, Environmental Ambassador, Fashion Design, and Food Innovations, in Iowa for this school year.  This brings the total number of STAR event options to twenty-three, which is an incredible number of opportunities for our members.  Check out the 2009-2010 STAR Events Manual at www.fcclainc.org, to get the details on the new events. Send any questions to me and together we will learn about these new events!  My email is lchristensen@huxcomm.net.   

While you are on the STAR events national website, look at the Major Changes in the 2009-2010 STAR Events Manual.  States get to send two entries to national competition in Career Investigation, Chapter Service Display and Manual, Chapter Showcase Display and Manual, Job Interview, and National Programs in Action.  Also, there is new language under eligibility for all events except Culinary Arts.  The stacking/overlapping rule has been eliminated and all specifications pages are now aligned with rubrics.  Minor revisions were made for Recycle and Redesign and Teach and Train.  Please read all event rules to ensure eligibility and the highest possible points.

The following national FCCLA sanctioned requirements are found on the national website, www.fcclainc.org, for these events.  Any variation from these would result in automatic point deduction:


Environmental Ambassador - Project Topics 


Environmental Ambassador - Stewardship Project Summary Form 


Environmental Ambassador - EPA Climate Ambassadors 


Food Innovations - Food Product Scenarios
Interior Design Scenario
Both the national website and our state website, www.iafccla.org, have additional resources to help your students prepare for their event.  The state website provides the following sample materials to give students an idea of what to expect at STAR Events, click on the STAR Events tab:


Sample Early Childhood Situations


Sample Interpersonal Communication Case Studies


Sample Parliamentary Procedure Packet


Sample Hospitality Case Studies


Sample Promote & Publicize Writing Samples

STAR participants need to select appropriate dress for orientation and presentation of the STAR event.  FCCLA professional dress is always acceptable. Please refer to the Iowa Dress Code for details.  Many events allow costumes according to the definition in the glossary. 
This year’s state STAR registration fee remains unchanged at $20.00 for each participant.  Be sure to avoid the late affiliation fee of $50.00 and affiliate your chapter by November 30th and the late registration fee of $25.00 by registering for state STAR events by Feb. 10th.  All forms are electronic for your convenience.  Check the state website for more information and remember to use the Iowa Department of Education address with attention to Mary Ann Adams for all of your payment correspondence. (Iowa Department of Education, Attention: Mary Ann Adams, STAR Events, Grimes Building, 400 East 4th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319)
We had a good representation of student evaluators last year at state.  Your help is needed again since you have contact information for members or former members who were awarded a gold on their STAR Event at state or qualified for nationals. If you would like to suggest them as evaluators, please complete and send the evaluator suggestion form found on the state website to Kathy Comstock and every effort will be made to include them.  Former members who are attending college in central Iowa are excellent candidates for evaluators since they can represent other areas of the state yet travel a short distance to help. If you know adults from your area of the state who have previous experience evaluating STAR Events or expertise in an FCS-related area, please forward their name to Kathy using the same evaluator suggestion form for adults and students.   Evaluator suggestion forms are due Nov. 1.  Kathy’s email is: Comstock_fccla@yahoo.com 
Volunteers for lead and assistant consultants to manage the event centers at state are needed and the forms are due Nov. 1st.  Adding three more events increases this need and the only qualified people for this responsibility are you, the advisers.  If you are new, be brave and enjoy a learning experience!  If you are experienced, please take your turn to help those who volunteer regularly.  Our goal is to have two advisers in each center so you have the flexibility to support your students while you assist with our state events.  This is a huge teamwork effort and everyone’s help is needed!

Thanks again for all you do to promote STAR Events, support your members, and work as a statewide team for the success of state STAR Events. I am looking forward to another exciting year for Iowa STAR Events and serving as your state STAR Events Consultant.
Iowa Association
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